
Jesuit Education 

Key vocabulary 

 Cura Personalis-“care of the whole person.” This value is ingrained in the mission 

of Jesuit universities’ and secondary schools. 

 Student Formation: Student development as it interacts with college mission 

and values. Occurs along intellectual, social, spiritual and vocational dimensions. 

“Growth along one dimension can’t be understood without considering the others” 

(Boston College, 2010). 

 Integration: When a student can recognize the connections between 

dimensions of their formation. All adults in the campus community have a 

responsibility to move students toward integration” (Boston College, 2010). Can be 

encouraged through 1:1 conversations or group programs. 

 Vocation: From the Latin word “voice,” a person’s calling or purpose in life. 

Originally used to describe a calling to religious life, but now making its way into the 

mainstream vocabulary. Often service-focused. (Martin SJ, 2010, Palmer, 2000) 

 Discernment:  An intentional way of making important decisions. Emphasizes 

being attentive and reflective before taking action and seeking one’s “deepest 

desires.” 

 

Jesuit-inspired questions to ask students in appointments 

 How has college changed you? 

 Who do you consider a conversation partner on campus? 

 What connections can you draw across areas of your development? 

 What do you really want in life? 

 What have been your most formative experiences in college? 

 What brings you joy? 

 Where do your talents, gifts and abilities lie? 

 How can you use your talents in service to others? 

 What does the world need you to be?  

 

 



Tinto’s Theory of Student Departure 

A student’s institutional commitment, commitment to the goal of graduating college, 

and decision to leave college or persist depends on the following factors: 

• Pre-Entry Attributes (Individual, Family, Pre-College Experiences) 

• Goals/Intentions/Commitments 

• Level of Academic Integration 

• Level of Social Integration 

 

Questions to consider when assessing academic/social integration: 

Academic Integration 

 Does the student meet the explicit academic standards of the university? 

 Does the student identify with the beliefs, values and norms of the academic 

system? 

 Does the student have an academic “home” or niche at the university? 

 

Social Integration:  

 Does the student feel a sense of belonging to the university or its subcultures? 

 Does the student have a social support network on campus or at home? 

 Does being in college align or conflict with a students’ role as a family member? 

 Are all parts of a student’s identity included and accepted? 

 Does the student feel they matter to the university community? 
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